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With the exception of *he assembly area /See Enclosure A

1.

the 2€ Oct 51 meneavers look place about one kilometer wesh

of Brambech (SUL3N-1218E), across the Elbe, in the Lodderitz-

Kuelmau forests soutn of the Elbe, ani near Zerbst (515604+1205E)

north of the Elbe [Se.e O()~K-20'£7n During the maneuvers the
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gommanding General of the B8th Guards Army, Genlelt Goryachev
inspected the 39th and 5T7th auards Rifle Diviwions. The 39th
guards and 57th Guards Rifle Division were the attacking
(,t‘ri'endly) forces and the 21st (uards Mechanized Divislon wase
the defending (hostile) force.

the following units of the 39th Guards Rifle
visiomn /_jparticipated in the maneuvers.
112th Guards Rifle Reglment, Head- About 30 men
gquarters only (two battalicns were on
horder duty)

120th Guards Rifle Regiment About 1100 men
(2) (117th (65th) Guards Rifle About 550 men

Regiment

(7) Howltzer Regiment About 250 men

(¢) Artiliery Regiment About 200 men

15th ¥T-SP Regiment About 100 men

(7) Separate AT Battallon About 100 men

935th Separate AAA Battallion About 1100 men
(9) Separate Signal Battallon About 200 men

E?) Separate Motorcycle Battallen About 200 men

rear units)

(7) Separate Engineer Battallon About 200 men

| the combined total strength of the 39th and

the 57th Ouards Rifle Divislon in the maneuver was about 6000

men. | ~-—-+_%he gtrength
of the 2lept Gua echenlized Division, jestlmate
about 3000-4000 The (7) Separate Battallon of

the 39th Guerds Rifle Divielon and the 67th Separate Engineer

Battalion of the 57th Guards Rifle Div;aion participated in

the maneuvers., “uis -nih hal the wams
equipment as those e~agipser. unlts in the 15 - 20 Jul /A1
maneuvers . B

e The 120th Guards

1e Regiment, 39th Guards Rifle Divislon was on the right
Flenk. The headquarters oif the 112th Guards Rifle Regiment,
5Tth Guards Rifle Divislon, was on the lefthflanka

.After one and one half days of loading and prepearation, the

935th Sepsrate AAA Battallon left ohrdruf by truck at
1500 hours on 23 Oet 51, The unlt arrived at the asgembly
aprea near Deasau at 1800 hours on the 24th, Within 2n hour

‘all. other units arrived in the agsembly area. The time tab1é
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crurad by oserng hesdquarters 50X1-HUM
and was exccuted merfosily Uhe rifie regivents, the Howitzer
Regiment, ‘he Artiiiery Poelrent, the Beparate AT Battalion,
and the Jepsrate Jignal Patuallon came from Ohrdruf by truck,
The 15th HT -5P Regiment, nowever, entrained at Ohrdruf, was
shipped to Deszau, and then proceeded from there to the 1y
area by crganic transporistion

50X1-HUM

4, fThe mimsion assign=d s tnme 935th Separate ABA Batitalion Was
to protect the 120th fSuards Aifle Hegziment from 2ir sttasks
while 1t was moving, crossinz the Elbe River and during the
fightinz on the other side of the river, | b~
\ il 50X1-HUM

\ | The mission of the 39th Guards Rifle Division

weeg to crogs the Elbe, sclize a bridgshead two and one half

kilometers wide and five kilometers long and to hold 1t. After

the 39th JGuards Rifle Division had gained the bridgehead, the
57th Guards Rifle Divisior was tc cross the river, engage in
combat with the enemy and pursue him. In actuslity, both
divlislons erossed the Elbe and p -sued the retreating enemy
(120th Guarde Mechanized Divimicn)

S

5. After assembly atout 1800 nours on 24 Oct 51, the troops dug
in, prepared guns for firing (no firing wss dene), camouflaged
the guns, and then rested while the staff of the various units
coordinated the plan cf zction. On %he morning of 25 Qct 51 ald
units moved in itrucks to within ore kllometer of the Elbe.

It took the entire day ic move this distance of approximately
40 kilometers since there werc stope for reconnalssance and
securlty checks under sirmlatved comdat conditicns, IL-2,
MIG-8 and MIG-15 &lreralt athacked at one Lime during the
day and the AAA simulsied firing acilon on the move. The

i troops rested all night in the jump-off area about one kilo-
meter south ol the Elbe.

B, At 0B0OO hourr on 85 Oct 4. *an Ar il ary Faesani, T B iteer
Regiment and the Separaie AT Battalion commenced an artlillery
barrage directed =mcrose the viver, while the 935th Separate
AAA Bavtalion set up iis antlaircraft guns and fired on air-
eraft. Slimultenecusly the engineer units of the 39th and
5Tth Guards Rifle Divislon bullt a pontoon bridge and the
agsault boats, each containing 20 men of the 120th Guards
Rifle Regiment, began to cross the Elbe, The artlllery
barrage wes stopped at 0900, At approximately 1000, riflemen
of the 120th Guards Rifle Regiment began to cross the pontoon
bridge which had¥-:=n completed in about one hour. After the

riflemen had crossed, two batteries of the 935t(h Separate AAA
Battalion crossed with theilr 37 j : *

‘no ' | 50X1-HUM

reserves, except fox rear units, 1 e ordnance, truck repsalr,
cooks, field kftchenz, food supply. were left on the south
side of the river, Tre 39th and 57th Divisions had seized

& bridgehead two and one half kilometers wide and four kilo-
meters deep by 1500 or 1600 hours, Wwith the similated opmbat
firing. By nightfall the attackers had gained a further five
kilometersz, The batile was stopped at 2000 hours. After
setting up defense nal samiullags snd Trepering Yis gone for

firing, tne troops rested ull night. -
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At 0600 hours on 27 Oct iipdhs tefile wap seaussl, Onoe agqin o
aiporart mttacked and were fired upon by the AAA satteries;
the 39th and 57th Divisions again pursued the sliowly re-
treating forces of the 2ist Guards Mechanized Division. In
an all-dey tattle the 39th and 57th Dirisions gained about
10 km, thus moving north of Roegslau, Combat was stopped at
2600 hours and the troops rested all night,

50X1-HUM

At 0600 hours on 28 uet i, ‘2= lutile begon sgaln,.. By. 1600 hours

the 39th and 57th Divisions had gained another five kilometers,
At 1600 houre the maneuver ended and all units, both friendly
and hoetlle, assewoled in the woods. They remained here for
two days, cleaning equipment, preparing for the return to
stations and returning to stations, [

50X1-HUM

germaior (fnu) Vedenin, Commanding Genersl of the XXVIIL Guards

Rifle Corps was the Commanding General of all three divisions=

during the maneuver. | | Genlelt Goryachef, con~50X1-HUM
manding General of the 8th Guards Army eontrolled the maneuver,

“but[  mot certaln of this.

50X1-HUM

tn or about 3 Nov. 51, Tanislf Gorysstes hell s oritique of “he

maneuver and prelsed the 39th and 57th Guards Rifle Divisions
for doing 2 good Jeb. He did not discuss any specific de-
Piciencies but stated that officers had not reacted sufficlently
fast in changes of plans, were afrald to make their own
decisiong and. in sowr 2arra, gave ampiguour orisfa. As : o

a2 whole, he stated that the maneuver was a BiCcCesEB. ‘he 3%th
Division and the 21st Guards Mechanized Division passed
inapection with good results.

During the maneuvers only the area two To three kilometers

on either side of the Elbe was off limits to Germans, While
no Gewmans Were permitted to enter the assembly areas, they
were not kept away from those areas in which Soviet troops -
conducted their mock battles., Individual soldiers were issued
complete sets of wartime equipment and amrunition during
maneuvers. The allcwance for the maneuvers Was 15 cartridges
per riflemen, and five charges for each 37 mm AA gun. To
smoke screens were used, Personnel perticipating were 1ssued
gas masks but they were never put on. Troops stayed overs
night in the open with no tents. One blanket for each soldler
was carried on trucks and issued every day before the night-
£8ll. Except the day of the river crossing, food was cooked
in field kitchens. On the day of the crossing the troops

used the iron ration issued prior to the beginning of the
maneu¥ors and which wee carried as s part cf the indlvidual
equipment of each soldler,

-end-

Znclosurz (A): 23 Oct - 1 Xov 51 Maneuver Area
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23 Oct - 1 Nov 51 Maneuver Area

<Ilie§e_13_g

1 Initial assembly area th and th
2 Crossing point » 39 oT¢h Gds Rifle Diys
E Elbe River

Jump-off area for attack by 39th and 57th Gds Rifle Divs
5 Area defended by R21st Gds Mecz Div and seized in mock gattle
6 Nedl?{ztggrgggh and 575? Divs onfaﬁ, 27, and 28 Oct 51

. : agsembly area after maneuver £
39th and 57th Divs, T for the Rlst,
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